
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 320N ay 15, 2 0 03

contribution...

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR BEUTLER: .. .is inappropriate.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. You' ve heard the
opening on t he Beu t l e r a m endment . (Vi s i t or s i nt r od u c e d . ) On
wit h d i sc u s s i o n o f t h e Be u t l e r a me nd ment , AN1 7 8 0, t o L B 32 0 .
Senator Chambers, followed by Senator Bourne, Brashear, Beutler,
a nd S t u h r . Se n a t o r Ch a mbe r s , on AN 1 7 8 0 .

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr . President, members of the Legislature,
when i t c o mes t o r et i r e ment ma t t e r s , I am a ty r o . I am nai ve .
I ' m a babe in the woods. What Senator Beutler says has really
caught my a t t e n t i o n . The cha r t t hat he ha s gi v en , wh en i t t a l ks
about de f i n e d bene f i t p l an cont r i but i o n, has caught my
atten t i o n . I ' m go i ng t o l i s t en t o t he di scu s s i o n . I know
judges in Nebraska probably have one of the b est re tirement
plans in the universe and they' re not doing too badly on salary
ei t h e r . I ha v e t o sa y so me t h i ng a t t h i s p o i n t wh i c h i s n o t
exactly a mea culpa. People interpret that term to be an
apology. I don't mean this as an apology. I me a n it as an
a ssumption o f r espon s i b i l i t y and b l a m e f o r ha v i n g c ommit t e d a
c olossal b l u n de r t h i s ses s i o n. I di d no t i nf or m mysel f o n t he s e
i ssues . I t ook pos i t i on s b a se d on l ack of i nf o rma t i o n and
knowledge. For so mebody who prides himself on thoroughly
s tudying a s i t uat i o n , un d e r s t a n d in g i t and b a s i n g a d e c is i o n on
t he i n f o r m e d j u dg m en t t h a t s h ou l d r e su l t f r om t h a t p r o c e s s , i t
is not easy and certainly is not pleasant to stand here and
a cknowledge t hat I have co mmi t t e d a bl u n de r mor e c o l o s sa l t ha n
t hat commit t e d b y a n y body I ' v e seen s i nce I ' ve been i n t he
L egi s l a t u r e . I h a ve r ea l l y b e en c r i t i ca l o f o t h . . sena t o r s . I
have excor i a t e d s e n a t o r s . I have r i d i cu l e d s e n a t o r s. I have
t aun te d t h e b o d y . An d du r i ng t ho se t i me s w h e n I wa s d o i n g i t . I
meant i t a nd I t a k e n o ne o f t h a t b a ck n o w . Bu t wha t I ' m sa y i ng
i s t h a t wh e n y o u g i ve i t , y ou ' v e g o t t o b e ab l e t o t a k e i t . And
I should not judge anybody more harshly or more mercilessly than
I j u dge myse l f . Ther e i s no exc u s e f o r any senat o r , I don ' t
care who h e o r s he i s , an d t ha t e sp e c i a l l y ap p l i e s t o me . Th e r e
i s n o e x c u se f o r a ny s e na t o r t a k i ng a s t r on g po s i t i o n o n an
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